Mucoepidermoid carcinoma of the conjunctiva.
Mucoepidermoid carcinoma of the conjunctiva (MECa) is a rare neoplasm. It resembles squamous cell carcinoma (SCCa), clinically and histologically. Nevertheless, it is characterized by a high degree of local aggressiveness. We reviewed all cases of MECa reported in the English literature for epidemiological data, characteristics of the tumor, treatment, and outcome. We found that MECa, reported predominantly in aging males (median age 71 years), arises in the limbal and perilimbal areas. Simple excision is followed by rapid recurrence, and most tumors will require enucleation or exenteration for local control. Histological stains directed to the production of mucin are essential for the diagnosis. The recommended treatment is wide local excision. Enucleation or exenteration is recommended for tumors invading the globe or orbit.